


Dear Friends of Choral Singing,

Warmest greetings to one and all, welcome to the Singapore 
Choral Festival (SCF) 2022 – Our New Songs.
The main objective of Singapore Choral Festival is to 
provide a national platform where we could come together 
and celebrate the Singapore Choral Artists. In 2015, we paid 
tribute to the local composers by singing 50 choral works 
of our own over three concerts. In 2016, SCF presented 
7 iconic choral conductors of different generations of 
which they had worked hard and contributed much to the 
building of Singapore choral scene. In 2017 we celebrated 
the youth choirs and young budding composers with the 
spin-off festival of SCF - Singapore Youth Choral Festival. 
Our stage belongs to the community choirs in 2018 with 
the theme of “Do You Hear The Community Sing” that 
features 7 choirs made up of singers all around Singapore. 

This year, we celebrate the return of the Singapore Choral 
Festival with a bang by presenting 10 World Premiere 
pieces of Singapore choral compositions in a single performance. As part of our festival’s vision to 
celebrate and revitalise the Singaporean choral scene, we have commissioned 4 young composers 
age 30 and under to be featured this year. We hope that this can be an encouragement to them and 
also inspire other young composers to contribute their talents to the Singapore choral scene. 

Singapore Choral Festival has been a platform that hosts singers from all corners of this island that 
harmonizes with each other so perfectly in songs. We hope to forge a close bond within our choral 
communities through Singapore Choral Festival, across language barrier and traditions, from young 
to old, primary schools to tertiary institutions and from alumni to grass root communities. 

I am also proud to announce the formation of a new professional chamber choir, the Singapore 
Choral Artists, which was inducted in spite of these trying time and will be presenting their first 
performance at SCF 2022. Although this is a humble beginning but with our professionalism, 
commitment and strong conviction in choral arts, we hope to fill a gap that is sorely missing within 
the local music scene.

As Plato so beautifully put it: “Music gives a soul to the universe, wings to the mind, flight to the 
imagination and life to everything”.  With this conviction and commitment, Singapore Choral Festival 
aims to bring singers from all walks of lives so as to form one movement united by the ideas of 
amicable teamwork and harmony. From the experience of performing on this national platform, 
one could appreciate the discipline and commitment required to fulfil a mission that demands both 
individual competence as well as seamless group dynamics, for it is the essence and spirit of being 
in a choir.
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Dear friends of the choral world,

On behalf of all the performers and everyone involved in Singapore Choral Festival 2022 – Our 
New Songs, a great big Thank You to all of you for coming to support our choirs, our singers, our 
composers, our music and mostly importantly our voice. 

After a two years break, the Singapore Choral Festival returns and bringing with it a breath of new 
music to invigorate our local choral music scene. As Singapore and the world recovers from a long 
pause of live choral singing, nothing is more refreshing than new melodies and harmonies to fill our 
lives again. SCF 2022 - Our New Songs boldly brings to the world a staggering 10 new local choral 
pieces, a rare feat anywhere in the world and almost unheard of in Singapore and would not have 
been possible without the hard work of our dedicated composers, singers and conductor.  

Singapore Choral Festival will continue to be a conduit that brings all things choral in Singapore 
together and we look forward to your continuing support in our effort to celebrate our local choral 
artists. 

I wish you the best of health and I hope you will enjoy Our New Songs. 

FESTIVAL DIRECTOR’SFOREWORD
Foong Hak Luen

Foong Hak Luen
Festival Director
Singapore Choral Festival



The festival aims to give recognition to local choral talents and also to pull together the different 
forces that created the Asian choral powerhouse that we are today. Each year, the festival centres 
on one facet of the local choral scene, in 2015 - Composers and Arrangers, 2016 - Singapore’s 
Prominent Conductors, 2017 - Top Youth Choirs, 2018 - Leading Community Choirs and 2021 Youth 
Choir Showcase.

This year’s SCF puts the limelight back on our local choral composers with 10 world premiere pieces 
performed by the Singapore Choral Artists, The Vocal Consort, Victoria Chorale and Varsity Choral 
Ensemble. SCF 2022 – Our New Songs features new choral works from 4 young Singaporean 
composers; Kenneth Tay, Ethan Mark Chia, Seow Mao Yu and Toh Xin Long all of them age 30 and 
below alongside music from established composers; Samuel Ting, Nelson Kwei and Dr Kelly Tang. 

Konzert is a Singapore-based arts events organisation motivated by a passion for choral and 
vocal pedagogy. Working closely with our regional and global partners, it is our lifelong mission to 
promote cultural learning and choral excellence through collaborations. Established in 2013, Konzert 
continues the legacy of its predecessor Victoria Choral Academy as the organising headquarters for 
Asia’s prestigious choral events.

Our first competition series began with A Voyage of Songs in 2003 to positive reception and in the 
following year, we introduced our first workshop series Jubilate. Over the years, our biannual events 
have garnered a reputation for quality and excellence, attracting specialists and choirs from around 
the world, many that have displayed exceptional performance standards. In 2012, Asia Cantate 
was unveiled as the new competition series which attracted more than 700 participants from the 
region. Recently in June 2015, we successfully launch Cantus Angelicus, our brand new specialized 
workshop series for children’s choirs.

For more than a decade, we have organised over 20 choral events to huge success in countries such 
as Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand, China, Hong Kong and Taiwan. With our extensive 
professional network regionally and globally, we are pleased to assist choirs and voice ensembles 
looking to participate in an overseas festival or competition. Get in touch for help on choosing one 
suitable to your needs, advice, or more information about our services.

Website:    www.konzertchoral.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/konzertchoral
Email:      info@konzert.com.sg

* The Singapore Choral Festival logo is designed by Mr Brian Foong. 
The design though simplistic, is a combination of 2 ideas. 

The first is the using of only Red and White in accordance to the 
colours of our national flag to signify the origin of the festival.

Secondly, the simple brush strokes of the 3 letters S, C, F, 
also form the Chinese character ‘乐’ meaning music and happiness.  

SINGAPORE
CHORAL FESTIVAL

Singapore Choral Festival 2022 – Our New Song

Singapore Choral Festival is a local choral arts festival that seeks 
to showcase the achievements of Singaporean choral artists. First 
organized in 2015 to mark the 50th Golden Jubilee celebration of 
Singapore, the festival highlights the long history of Singapore choral 
music by presenting 50 Singapore choral compositions and our local 
composers. It was a great celebration involving over 1000 singers 
from 35 primary, secondary school choir, junior colleges, university 
choirs, semi-professional and senior choirs performing for 3 full house 
concerts during its inaugural festival.



In June 1990, the VJC Choir made history in the local music scene by being the very first Singapore 
school choir to win an international choir competition at the Welsh Eisteddfod. Nelson was also the 
first choral scholar to be awarded the prestigious scholarship in 1990 by the Ministry of Education 
resulting in a Certificate of Advanced Studies in Choral Conducting Studies for the Post-Graduate 
from the Royal Academy of Music in London. In 1993, Nelson was honoured with the “Singapore 
Youth Award”, the highest accolades for youths in Singapore, in recognition of his significant 
contribution in the field of choral art.

On the international level, Nelson won the prestigious “Outstanding Choral Director Award” two 
years in a row at the International Choral Competition in Germany, 1998 & 1999 and also the 
“Best Conductor Award” at the Petr Eben International Choral Competition in 2002 and 2004 in 
Prague. Between 2006 and 2008, he has led his choirs to 8 Gold Medals including 3 Choir Olympic 
Champions in the World Choir Games held in Bremen, Germany & Xiamen, China. His choir was 
also the first Asian choir to win the Grand Prize & Audience Prize at the prestigious Concorso Corale 
Internazionale held in Riva Del Garda, Italy. In 2008, he was also conferred the “Conductor Prize” in 
the 10th edition of the internationally-acclaimed choral competition. 

In 2012, Nelson was once again presented with his 6th conducting prize in the 28th Franz-Schubert 
Choir Competition held in Vienna, Austria where he led Victoria Junior College Choir to attain 4 
Gold awards and 2 Category Champion prizes. In 2013, he led the National University of Singapore 
Choir to achieve an unprecedented result of three 1st Prizes in the oldest choral competition in the 
world, the Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod held in Wales, UK. Recently in 2015, he led 
the Victoria Junior College Choir to 4 Category Champion awards in Hoi An, Vietnam, cementing our 
nation’s status in the international choral arena. 

Presently, he is the Artistic Director of the “Singapore Choral Festival”, “A Voyage of Songs” and 
“Asia Cantate”, both are prominent international choral competitions and “Jubilate, Festival of 
Choirs”. 

Nelson is also invited as both clinician and adjudicator in many top international choral festivals and 
competitions including the World Choir Games Series. 

FEATUREDCOMPOSER
Nelson Kwei

Nelson Kwei, the premier choral director of Singapore, is an 
international acclaimed conductor, conservatorium lecturer, 
editorial advisor, international adjudicator, music arranger 
and vocal clinician in the music scene. He is a Fellow from 
the London College of Music, has a Licentiate in singing from 
the Guildhall School of Music and Advance Post-Graduate 
in Choral Conducting from the Royal Academy of Music 
(London). In 2013, Nelson was specially elected to receive 
the Associateship from the Royal Academy of Music for 
his outstanding achievements in choral music. He currently 
holds the record in Singapore of garnering an unprecedented 
211 gold or distinction awards and 79 champion titles for 
Singapore. In 2018, Nelson made history when he led the 
NUS Choir to win the “Choir Of The World” Award (Pavarotti 
Trophy) at the Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod, 
the first choir from Singapore to achieve this honour.



A choral music practitioner, Kenneth Tay received his MMus with Distinction at the University of 
Aberdeen, specialising in composition and choral music under the tutelage of Phillip Cooke and 
Paul Mealor. He also studied harmony and counterpoint with Nirmali Fenn at the National University 
of Singapore. A recipient of the prestigious Carlaw-Ogston Master of Music Scholarship, his music 
has been described by reviewers as “exciting and refreshing” (Alan Cooper), and “original and 
harmonically engaging” (The Flying Inkpot). He has publications with Muziksea, a specialist in 
Southeast Asian choral music, and he also self-publishes many of his works. 

FEATUREDCOMPOSER
Kenneth Tay



For five years before the pandemic (2016-2020), Ethan was an in-house regular lounge pianist at 
the departure hall of Changi International Airport. His performance sets comprised of his own music 
covers and arrangements of covers ranging from theatre/movie favourites to pop songs from various 
cultures – Western and Asian alike. Since 2020, Ethan has also been a piano teacher at Sunbeam 
Place, a convalescent home under the Singapore Children’s Society.

During his National Service, Ethan was a keyboardist-singer at the Singapore Civil Defence Force 
Music and Performing Arts Club (MPAC). In his two years of National Service, MPAC performed 
for the President of Singapore Halimah Yacob, DPM Teo Chee Hean, Minister K. Shanmugam, and 
Deputy Secretary-General of ASEAN, His Excellency Vongthep Arthakaivalvatee. Ethan performed 
arrangements of songs spanning various eras at high-signature events such as the Home Team 
Festival, National Day Observance Ceremonies, and ASEAN-level dialogues. He was also part of a 
team within MPAC composing original songs and arranging music for several in-house productions 
by the SCDF.

Ethan’s journey into choral music began a decade ago in the Catholic High School Edward Becheras 
Choir (EBC), conducted by Mr Nelson Kwei, performing in both SATB and TTBB choruses, leading 
the choir as Student Conductor in his final year. Joining The Vocal Consort upon graduation from 
EBC, Ethan has performed with The Vocal Consort and its subsidiary choirs – the National Youth 
Choir of Singapore, Coro Di Signori, and the Chamber Chorus between 2016 and 2022. Today, 
Ethan remains a proud member of The Vocal Consort and a singer in the Singapore Choral Artists.

FEATUREDCOMPOSER
Ethan Mark

Chia

Ethan Mark Chia is a singer, pianist, keyboardist, and 
composer. A Business undergraduate at Singapore 
Management University majoring in Strategic Management, 
music remains an integral part of his life and passion.

Ethan received his music education from the six-year-long 
Music Elective Programme in Catholic High School and 
Raffles Institution. Ethan majored in composition across his 
six-year-long music education, composing, coordinating, 
and recording pieces written for string quartets, piano, voice, 
organ, and received distinctions for his O-Level and A-Level 
Music examinations.



Seow Mao Yu is currently a first-year undergraduate in National University of Singapore (NUS), 
pursuing a bachelor’s degree with a major in Quantitative Finance. 

Mao Yu has been active in the choral scene for over a decade. He is currently a chorister in The 
NUSChoir and The Vocal Consort, both of which under the artistic direction of Professor Nelson 
Kwei. He previously served as the student conductor of the Edward Becheras Choir (Catholic High 
School) and Victoria Junior College Choir. 

Mao Yu’s passion for music writing began when he was a student of the Music Elective Programme 
(MEP) in Catholic High School. Since 2016, he has been writing choral compositions and 
arrangements. Some of his notable works include She Walks in Beauty and Remember.
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Xin Long has also been involved in The Vocal Consort in their mixed choirs and male chorus, 
contributing as Tenor section leader for A Voyage Of Songs 2017 Taiwan, where the choir clinched 
the grand prize. He also engages in singing, playing the piano and violin, as well as some other 
instruments casually. He currently holds a Trinity College diploma in piano and an ABRSM grade 8 
in violin.

Being immersed in a musical environment during his formative and adolescent years, Xin Long 
took interest in music writing as a means of self-expression. Having written music since secondary 
school, he has explored a modest variety of genres, and found himself to be adept at writing choral 
music. By the kind patronage of Mr Nelson Kwei, his choral work “The Cloud” was debuted in Victoria 
Junior College choirs Symphony Of Voices 2018. It was then featured by the choir at Asia Cantate 
2018 Hong Kong, an international choral competition, where he received flattering recognition from 
international judges. The piece also came narrowly close to being awarded the Voices Of Asia award 
in the competition, running up to renowned Japanese composer Ko Matsushita. 

Xin Long is constantly driven by his passion for music and hopes to continue writing and exploring 
various genres, styles, and types of music production. As part of his ventures into the various 
aspects of music writing, he has taken to writing his own poems and lyrics to set music to, hoping 
to be able to express himself through not just music but also the literature it features.

FEATUREDCOMPOSER
Toh Xin Long
Xin Long (b. 2000) is a singer, composer, and pianist. 
He is currently an undergraduate student studying 
Occupational Therapy at Singapore Institute of 
Technology, having made the decision to do so 
following his experiences as a medic on the frontlines 
in the Singapore Civil Defence Force during his national 
service.

Having a strong interest in music, Xin Long took up the 
4 year long music elective programme in Catholic High 
School as part of his secondary education, where he 
received a distinction for his course. He also participated 
in the school’s choir, the Edward Becharas Choir, and 
became the student conductor of the 2015-2016 cohort. 
Thereafter, he went on to enter Victoria Junior College 
and joined the prestigious Victoria Junior College choir 
and, in similar fashion, became the student conductor 
of the 2017-2018 cohort.



The Vocal Consort

Abiding in Christ
Music by Samuel Ting
Text from John XV 5

Accompanied on piano by Justin Peh Yu Xiang

Alma Redemptoris Mater (World Premiere)
Music by Ethan Mark Chia

Marian Hymn

丝方尽, 泪始干 A Father’s Love (World Premiere)
Music and text by Nelson Kwei

Male Chorus -
Singapore Choral Artists & The Vocal Consort

A Little Ship (World Premiere)
Music and text by Toh Xin Long

Victoria Chorale

Lucid Dream (World Premiere)
Music and text by Toh Xin Long

偶雨 A Chance Shower (World Premiere)
Music by Kenneth Tay

Text by Toh Hong Jin adapted from Psalm 72:6

Female Chorus -
Varsity Choral Ensemble & Victoria Chorale

The Wind
Music by Dr Kelly Tang

Text by Robert Louis Stevenson
Accompanied on piano by Justin Peh Yu Xiang

CONCERTPROGRAMME



Varsity Choral Ensemble

Remember
Music by Seow Mao Yu
Text by Christina Rosetti

Ave Regina Caelorum (World Premiere)
Music by Kenneth Tay

Marian Antiphon

Male Chorus

The Lost Lagoon (World Premiere)
Music by Seow Mao Yu

Text by Emily Pauline Johnson

Singapore Choral Artists

In The Heart Of A Rose (World Premiere)
Music by Seow Mao Yu

Text by George Marion McClellan

Ave Verum Corpus (World Premiere)
Music by Nelson Kwei

Eucharistic Chant

心愿 Aspiration (World Premiere)
Music by Ethan Mark Chia

Text by Loo Ruijie & Ethan Mark Chia
Accompanied on piano by Ethan Mark Chia

CONCERTPROGRAMME



 Abiding in Christ  Music by Samuel Ting
Text from John XV 5

Abiding in Christ is composed by Singapore’s first-generation composer, the late Mr Samuel Ting. This song was 
commissioned by the Ministry of Culture in the 1970’s to encourage more local choral compositions. It was premiered by 
Mr Ting’s choir the Herald Choral Society. The song has a simple yet beautiful melody which also features a section for 
solo singer.

Abiding in me and I in you, as the branch cannot bear fruit except it abide in the vine.
I am the vine ye are the branches, he that abideth in me and I in him the same bringeth forth much fruit, 

For without me ye can do nothing, no more can ye except ye abide in me.
I am the vine ye are the branches, he that abideth in me and I in him,

You are the vine we are the branches, who that abideth in thee and shall with us,
The same bringeth forth much fruit, for without that we can do nothing.

No more can we, except we abide in Thee, you are the Vine, 
we are the branches who that abideth in Thee and shalt with us.

Help us O Lord to find the Life according to Thy promise, we thank Thee Lord.
That thou hast in planted us the gem of Thine nature,

Amen

Alma Redemptoris Mater (World Premiere) Music by Ethan Mark Chia
Marian Hymn

Alma Redemptoris Mater is a song of yearning but at the same time of faith and hope. Beyond being a song of the 
acknowledgement of one’s wrongdoings and a plea for mercy, it is a song of faith that is tested yet steadfast. Even using 
the lens of everyday life to approach this piece, it shows someone striving to never give up, to be resilient, persevering 
and to approach life with fortitude. Many of the lines or themes in this piece have two repetitions, showing duality in the 
knowledge that firstly we are imperfect fallen individuals but secondly, we strive to rise again stronger, through Jesus’ and 
Mother Mary’s example, and God’s grace and help.

Alma Redemptoris Mater, quae pervia Caeli   Loving Mother of the Redeemer, gate of heaven,
porta manes, et stella maris,     star of the sea,
succurre cadenti, surgere qui curat, populo:   assist your people who have fallen yet strive to rise again.
tu quae genuisti, natura mirante,     To the wonderment of nature you bore your Creator,
tuum sanctum genitorem Virgo prius ac posterius,   yet remained a virgin after as before.
Gabrielis ab ore sumens illud Ave, peccatorum miserere.   You who received Gabriel’s joyful greeting, have pity on  
        us poor sinners.
Amen.        Amen.

LYRICS



丝方尽, 泪始干 A Father’s Love (World Premiere)        Music and text by Nelson Kwei

丝方尽，泪始干 is a song I dedicated to my father. I wrote it specifically for Father’s Day so as to remember his love and care 
for the family throughout his life. For the text, I drew inspiration from a Tang Dynasty poem by Li Shang Ying ( “相见时难别亦
難” - 李商隐).  It describes the undying love that goes on until death. The music consists mainly two segments that describes 
the hardship that father went through in his younger days to support the family, it then evolves into a feeling of gratitude and 
love. In between I took a portion of a campus folk song “爸爸的草鞋” as the musical bridge of the two segments.

丝方尽，泪始干      Silk thread ends, tears run dry
相见时难别亦难      To encounter is tough yet so is parting
怎堪见父双鬓白      Sorrowed to realize father’s sideburn greying  
皱纹日见深      And the wrinkles deepen day by day
心念父爱深且阔      The heart reminisces a father’s love is deep and wide
待子诚且真      Treating the son with faith and honesty
春蚕致死丝方尽      A silkworm spun its thread until it perishes
蜡炬成灰泪始干      A candle burns until the wax runs dry 
念父终身辛又劳      Remembering father’s lifelong work
为儿劳苦为儿忙      Labour and toil to provide for the child 

草鞋是船，爸爸是帆     The grass shoe is the boat and father the sail
故国的叮咛不敢忘     The country’s exhort shall not be forgotten
草鞋是船，爸爸是帆     The grass shoe is the boat and father the sail
充满疲惫的启航，启航     A weary-filled voyage to set sail, set sail

LYRICS



A Little Ship (World Premiere)  Music and text by Toh Xin Long

I had the idea for a more intense song with high energy and speed to contrast Lucid Dream. Thus, I took on a more 
innocent child-like perspective and imagined a nursery class listening to a teacher reading poems about the riveting 
adventures of fearless seafarers, and wondered “what would this poem be?” I then produced lyrics reflecting this theme, 
with an emphasis on rhythmic consistency and rhyme that one commonly observes in children’s’ poems.

This piece was a step out of my creative comfort zone, attempting to paint a picture book caricature with cartoon figures 
running around on a chestnut-coloured deck messily while confronting waves of crayon. It is also fairly demanding on 
singers, another aspect of music and performance that I would like to continue challenging. I wrote in short phrases, with 
comparatively energetic themes. I hope the audience can experience childlike exhilaration listening to this piece and be 
left satisfied, akin to the sigh of relief one exhales as the episode ends and the credits roll.

This the tale of a tiny ship   On the little ship they work
That sailed the seven seas:   To pull and tug the sails,
      And turn the rudder hard to port
A ship rolls on the jagged waves,   To keep the ship asail.
Up and down, side to side.
Water tosses on the deck,   The sea it tossed its tallest waves,
The ship it yet survives.    The smallest just shy of fifty feet!
      But nothing was too much for they
Great currents pull the ship to shore  Who sailed the greatest seas.
Where rocks and boulders wait.
The little ship with all its might,    A one and a two they tug away
It pulls itself away.    The seas are mighty fierce,
      But never stood the seas a chance
Oh the sailors so brave they were,  Against this band of sailors.
Dared they to challenge the might of the sea!
The waves relentless they prove to be,  The seas they treacherous may be,
Will the sailors prevail?    But never for the life of me
      Could they attempt to rip the hull
Being on the ship I see    Of the little ship we be.
The all ferocious angry sea,
But spectator I’ve only been,
Watching from my seat.

LYRICS



LYRICS
Lucid Dream (World Premiere)  Music and text by Toh Xin Long

My inspiration for this piece was lucid dreams - the dichotomy between the more subdued waking moments at the edge of 
sleep and the dreamscape that takes over once consciousness. I was inspired by the feeling of arrest and suspension of 
belief, especially in the sections devoted to the exploration of the dreamscape. The dream itself, with much richer chords 
and bolder movements, is a place of release for one who is worn down by constant relentless happenings of life, which is 
musically more subdued and repressed.

I was much more adventurous in the construction of harmony, and started a period of self-improvement, pushing my 
own harmonic boundaries. This song also marks the first time my ideas manifest as lyrics, not just music. To capture the 
nebulous and turbulent nature of a dream within the song structure and lyrics, there are long drawn-out sections and 
build-ups with seamless transition between thematic ideas, as well as the incoherent weaving of different themes together 
before abruptly ending. I hope that listeners can appreciate this music again in their own quiet solitude and understand 
the feelings I tried to convey.

A restless and weary self I heave    Oh sweet taste of repentance
As deeply do I sigh into bed,    Fallen at the feet of restoration.
For life does with cold certainty    Were all the stars of God aligned,
Ever file a man to shreds.    Would I have dreamed of such redemption.

A pinch of wakening enchanteth me.   Quick as retreating day I find
Bewildered I find myself     A more familiar scene.
With harrowing consciousness    I grow too somber with all wisdom,
Of endless tales to tell.     No more relief for me.

Could I take the sky with fowl?    A restless and weary self I heave,
Or see eternity foretold?     As deeply do I sigh out of bed.
Yet grasp at meagre thoughts unlike a child,
I choose my life with wisdom unfold.

偶雨 A Chance Shower (World Premiere) Music by Kenneth Tay
Text by Toh Hong Jin adapted from Psalm 72:6

The text by Toh Hong Jin is written in jueju (绝句), a Classical Chinese poetry form that grew in popularity during the Tang 
Dynasty. The pentatonic melody is first sung by a solo soprano, after which it is treated canonically, and accompanied by 
the men’s voices. The added text is taken from a fragment of the Psalms, which share themes of respite after a prolonged 
period without rain.

长暑之中偶降雨  A chance shower descends in the lasting heat.
轻飘甘露如天衣  Lightly, the sweet drops float adrift, Like the fabled cloth of celestial weaving.
不知衣主自何方  I know not whence its keeper comes, 
但愿其恩伴我兮  Still, may its grace linger a little longer In bearing me company. 
Lyrics by Toh Hong Jin

雨降在已割的草地上 The rain falls upon the mown grass
如甘霖滋润田地  Like showers after a drought that quench the thirst of the fields
Adapted from Psalm 72:6 (CUV)



The Wind     Music by Dr Kelly Tang
Text by Robert Louis Stevenson

Commissioned by the Ministry of Education’s Co-Curricular Activities Branch for the Singapore Youth Festival 2011 Central 
Judging of Choirs (Secondary Schools), the song begins by describing the actions caused by the wind as if it was playful 
and alive. The song then moves into the view of an inquisitive child curious about who or what the wind is before ending 
piece with an expression that portray the musicality of the wind.

I saw you toss the kites on high 
And blow the birds about the sky; 
And all around I heard you pass, 

Like ladies’ skirts across the grass-- 
O wind, a-blowing all day long, 

O wind, that sings so loud a song! 

I saw the different things you did, 
But always you yourself you hid. 
I felt you push, I heard you call, 
I could not see yourself at all-- 
O wind, a-blowing all day long, 

O wind, that sings so loud a song! 

O you that are so strong and cold, 
O blower, are you young or old? 
Are you a beast of field and tree, 
Or just a stronger child than me? 
O wind, a-blowing all day long, 

O wind, that sings so loud a song!

Remember     Music by Seow Mao Yu
Text by Christina Rosetti

Remember speaks of the dying wishes of an individual, hoping their loved ones would not be too saddened by their passing 
and move on with peace in their hearts. The piece narrates the conflicting desires between wanting to be remembered 
and forgotten by loved ones, before finally settling into a state of acceptance. Through the layers of wistful and heartfelt 
harmonies, Remember reminds us to cherish every moment with our loved ones, whilst keeping the memories of those 
who have passed on from our lives close to our hearts.

Remember me when I am gone away,
Gone far away into the silent land;

When you can no more hold me by the hand,
Nor I half turn to go yet turning stay.

Remember me when no more day by day
You tell me of our future that you planned:

Only remember me; you understand It will be late to counsel then or pray.
Yet if you should forget me for a while

And afterwards remember, do not grieve:

For if the darkness and corruption leave
A vestige of the thoughts that once I had,
Better by far you should forget and smile

Then that you should remember and be sad.

LYRICS



LYRICS
Ave Regina Caelorum (World Premiere) Music by Kenneth Tay

Marian Antiphon

This Marian antiphon is typically used at the close of compline, a prayer at the end of the day. The piece begins with two 
parts, with the choir divided into six-part harmony at ‘Super omnes speciosa’ and closing quietly with a return to the 
opening theme. 

Ave Regina Caelorum,   Hail, Queen of Heaven,
Ave Domina Angelorum:   Hail, Lady of Angels
Salve radix, salve porta,   Hail, root, hail, gate 
Ex qua mundo lux est orta:  From which a light has arisen for the world:

Gaude Virgo gloriosa,   Rejoice, glorious Virgin,
Super omnes speciosa,   Lovely beyond all others,
Vale, o valde adecora,   Farewell, most beautiful maiden,
Et pro nobis Christum exora.  And pray for us to Christ.

The Lost Lagoon (World Premiere) Music by Seow Mao Yu
Text by Emily Pauline Johnson

Nature never fails to leave me in awe. This explains my love to explore the world and see God’s wonderful creation. This 
has also encouraged me to write music to Johnson’s The Lost Lagoon, a beautiful text on nature.

This choral piece shows my further exploration of strophic and modified-strophic writing. With the same musical framework 
for each verse, I find challenge in creating subtle variations for different verses for each of them has a unique expression. 
These variations are important to complement Johnson’s text, as they capture the mysteries, wonders, and the beauty of 
nature.

It is dusk on the Lost Lagoon, 
And we two dreaming the dusk away,
Beneath the drift of a twilight grey —
Beneath the drowse of an ending day

And the curve of a golden moon.

It is dark on the Lost Lagoon,
And gone are the depths of haunting blue,

The grouping gulls, and the old canoe,
The singing firs, and the dusk and—you,

And gone is the golden moon.

O lure of the Lost Lagoon—
I dream to-night that my paddle blurs

The purple shade where the seaweed stirs—
I hear the call of the singing firs
In the hush of the golden moon.



LYRICS
In The Heart Of A Rose (World Premiere) Music by Seow Mao Yu

Text by George Marion McClellan

McClellan’s In the Heart of a Rose speaks of my growing acceptance that this first love is not meant to be. The poem 
represents the third and final part to the story. Two of my previous works also belong to this story - She Walks in Beauty 
represents my confession, and later 是否 (Shifou) represents my struggle to let go. 

The rose – specifically the pink rose – has always been a symbol of this bittersweet experience. The completion of this 
choral work is no less than a perfect closure for me.

I will hide my soul and its mighty love
In the bosom of this rose,

And its dispensing breath will take
My love wherever it goes.

And perhaps she’ll pluck this very rose,
And, quick as blushes start,

Will breathe my hidden secret in
Her unsuspecting heart.

And there I will live in her embrace
And the realm of sweetness there,

Enamored with an ecstasy,
Of bliss beyond compare.

Ave Verum Corpus (World Premiere) Music by Nelson Kwei
Eucharistic Chant

Ave Verum Corpus is my first choral composition in Latin text. I grew up singing in church choir and was deeply influenced 
by the ritual and meaning of the Holy communion and therefore the text of Ave Verum speaks closely to my heart. The 
melody, harmony profession and musical effects I used in this work were all very carefully crafted so as to reflex my most 
personal feelings towards “hail the body of Christ”.

Ave verum corpus, natum  Hail, true Body, born
de Maria Virgine,    of the Virgin Mary,
vere passum, immolatum  having truly suffered, sacrificed
in cruce pro homine   on the cross for mankind,
cuius latus perforatum   from whose pierced side
fluxit aqua et sanguine:    water and blood flowed:
esto nobis prægustatum   Be for us a foretaste 
in mortis examine.    in the trial of death.

O Iesu dulcis, O Iesu pie,   O sweet Jesus, O holy Jesus,
O Iesu, fili Mariae.   O Jesus, son of Mary,
Miserere mei.      have mercy on me.



LYRICS
心愿 Aspiration (World Premiere)  Music by Ethan Mark Chia

Text by Loo Ruijie & Ethan Mark Chia

心愿 Aspiration is a collection of responses, curated by my friend and me across six months, from various communities, 
on where they saw Singapore in fifty years. It heartens me how passionately we aspire to create an inclusive, warm 
society to live in. Community to me is all about living, working and celebrating our collective talents with respect and with 
warmth. However, our aspirations will remain as aspirations without action. It is my belief that all of us can continue to help 
Singapore prosper and grow as long as we remain united and steadfast in making our dreams come true. We have come 
far, and our potential ahead is only teeming and bubbling with hope, confidence and a prosperous tomorrow.

平安, 和谐, 团结    Peace, Harmony, Unity     

我希望明日的孩子会愉快，乐观  I wish that the children of tomorrow will be happy and optimistic
各显才艺，不分家境   Celebrating various talents, from various backgrounds
创造迎新的机会    Creating new opportunities
好让梦想展翅翱翔   Letting their dreams spread their wings in flight

我希望明日的家庭会幸福美满  I wish that the families of tomorrow will be warm, joy-filled, and beautiful
互相尊重，互相包容   Respecting each other and embracing each other
不分富贵贫穷，    Regardless of wealth or status
优雅遍布狮城    Allowing graciousness to cover our Lion City

希望我们的公民会坚韧地生活  I wish for our citizens to live with resilience
无论困难，无论情况   Regardless of circumstance or any difficulty
勇敢面对挫折    We courageously face our challenges
万一浪潮突然来袭，   Should waves of trouble strike our land
我只有一个心愿，   My only aspiration is 
希望我们会庄敬自强   for our common unity and strength

我的心愿- 在蔚蓝的天空下平安地生活 My aspiration - for us to live peacefully under blue skies
我的心愿- 不分言语或种族和谐地发展 My aspiration - for us to blossom or develop regardless of colour or tongue
我相信总有一天我们的心愿将成真  I believe one day our aspirations will be fulfilled
只要我们愿意 互相手牵手  So long as we continue to walk hand in hand
迈向灿烂的未来    Striding towards a brighter tomorrow
犹如天上一颗颗星星   Taking lead from the stars in the night sky
照亮着我们灿烂的未来   Guiding us to our brighter tomorrow.



The Singapore Choral Artists is the first semi-professional choir in Singapore founded in 2021 by 
Choral Maestro Nelson Kwei. With a passion to invigorate the local arts scene, the young and vibrant 
SCA seeks to champion new choral works by local composers. The ensemble of dedicated singers 
SCA sees its members with no less than 10 years of singing experience, who have all stepped onto 
the world stage performing at various festivals and competitions. Together with Maestro Kwei, the 
group stands at the forefront of choral excellence and artistry.

CHOIRS
Singapore Choral Artists



Founded in 2001, The Vocal Consort (TVC) is one of Singapore’s premier choral groups. As a 
community choir, its talented members range from choral hobbyists to musicians across students 
and working professionals who come together to share their passion for choral singing.

Since its inception, TVC has been actively involved in numerous collaborations with various national 
arts groups and has participated in several national arts events. The choir has continually expanded 
its repertoire, exploring different genres of choral music in its bid towards choral excellence. Today, 
there are five choirs housed under TVC: the main chorus, Coro di Signori, Coro Delle Donne, the 
Chamber Choir, and The National Youth Choir of Singapore.

TVC also actively seeks for opportunities to perform and compete both locally and abroad to 
provide exposure to its members and maintain its choral excellence. At the Tokyo International Choir 
Competition in 2018, the choir achieved Gold for all the categories it participated in. It was also the 
category winner for Contemporary Music and awarded the Best Interpretation for Renaissance and 
Baroque music.

TVC has shown its perseverance during trying times. With the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, it 
successfully held a live concert ‘Cadenza’ in January this year, and will continue doing so in the 
days to come.

CHOIRS
The Vocal Consort



Established in 1988, the Victoria Chorale comprises the alumni of both Victoria School and Victoria 
Junior College. The choir members come from all walks of life and are bonded by their passion for 
singing. Under the baton of esteemed conductor, Mr. Nelson Kwei, the choir performs an extensive 
repertoire, ranging from sacred Latin works to contemporary Asian songs and light jazz pieces.

The choir has won awards at many prestigious international festivals, including those in Llangollen, 
Pohlheim and Bournemouth. Notably, the choir emerged category champions in the Musica Sacra 
A Capella category in the 2006 World Choir Games held in Xiamen, China. In 2009, the choir 
embarked on its first ever Asia-Pacific region concert tour at the invitation of J&A Music Corporation, 
performing an extensive repertoire at the Seoul Arts Center, South Korea. In 2014, the choir was 
invited by the acclaimed vocal duo, the De Lanerolle Brothers, to sing at the historical Lionel Wendt 
Theatre in Colombo, Sri Lanka. In 2017, at the Manado Cantat International Choral Competition, the 
choir emerged Grand Champions, after sweeping the top prizes in the Equal Voices Open, Chamber 
as well as Sacred categories. At her concert series In Song 2018, Victoria Chorale commemorated 
her 30th Anniversary with a special line-up of songs representing the choir’s journey since her 
founding in 1988. The night was made special with the participation of the present, new and pioneer 
members of the choir.

In addition to her concert series, the choir is largely involved in the Singapore choral scene, performing 
in various concerts. The choir also carols every Christmas season in hotels and boutiques across 
the country. In particular, past and present members of the choir return each Christmas season to 
participate in a homecoming caroling session, known as the Grand Reunion. It is a testament to 
Victorians of all generations returning to connect and to sing with friends, both old and new.

CHOIRS
Victoria Chorale



Varsity Choral Ensemble was originally formed in 1985 by Mr Nelson Kwei, who was the then 
student conductor of The NUSChoir.  With humble beginnings, this small group of passionate 
singers was dedicated to their craft and keen to explore a wider range of high standard choral 
repertoire. After putting up several performances that showcased their fervent devotion to choral 
singing, the University formally appointed Mr Nelson Kwei as the conductor of the ensemble in 
1985. Today, Varsity Choral Ensemble comprises 19 singers, a reunion of both past and present 
members from Mr  Nelson Kwei’s various choirs. Under his guidance, The Ensemble embodies the 
foundational appreciation for choral music that transcends generations of singers. With a culture of 
mutual respect and eagerness to learn, Varsity Choral Ensemble pursues choral excellence through 
the sharing of experiences with one another, enabling us to strengthen our love for the art.

CHOIRS
Varsity Choral Ensemble
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